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Current News

Duck season if finally over, therefore, we will be
going back to regular hours (the field may be
opened prior to 10:00 am).

Also, the spring swap meet will be coming up. It
is scheduled for Saturday, March 28, 2015. The
float fly schedule has also been posted on the
Web. Please go to the web to get the dates. Also
the T34 pylon races have been posted. The
races are scheduled to be May 30th 31st, 2015
and August 22nd 23rd, 2015.

The gate combination was to be changed on
February 1, 2015. Contact one of the club
officers for the combination. Please do not share
the combination with anyone but club members.

We have made a policy change with the old “put
your card on the frequency board” so we could
see if you were a club member. Now with the 2.4
Gh radio systems, a pin from the frequency board
is not necessary and therefore, the current
membership in the club can not be verified very
well. Plus there have been a lot more non
members that seem to be flying at the field
without joining the club. The policy change is to
have your membership card and AMA card visible
on your person prior to flying. Currently | have
sent out clip on card sleeves to three of the
officers that are most likely to be at the field.
They will be handing out these sleeve to all that
would like one. These work great for displaying
your membership card and AMA card. You are
not restricted to using these sleeves. You may
use any item you wish that will show the club card
and the AMA card on your outside person and
visible to all. We have decided to wait to fully
implement this policy until May 1, 2015 to ensure
that all members have seen the policy and have a

way to display these cards on their person visible
to all.

The March club meeting will be held at the swap
meet (March 28, 2015). Actual time will be
determined during the February club meeting.

PILOTS CORNER

ON THE SAFE SIDE
Ready to Solo?

by Jim Tiller, Insider Safety Column Editor

Just as in full-scale aviation, an RC pilot’s first
solo is a memorable milestone. To have your
prized airplane leave the ground, tear though the
air, and then return safely to earth—all under your
control—is a moment that no pilot forgets.

As we all know, RC pilots reach that milestone in
many ways. Some, supremely overconfident,
leave the hobby shop with an armful of equipment,
go straight to the park, and throw their new pur-
chase into the air.

Others think an hour of simulator instruction is
plenty. | remember a story about one prospective
flier who had flown the simulator awhile and then
had a couple of buddy-box sessions from an in-
structor. The next weekend he went to a public
field without his instructor. Despite offers of assis-
tance and warnings to the contrary, he decided he
could do it on his own. As you can imagine, his
next flight was a short series of over-controlled
gyrations ending with his new trainer in pieces a
hundred feet from the runway.

| also know of a situation where an instructor told
a student he was ready to solo without the buddy-




box well before he had mastered the proper skills.
In this case, both the student and the instructor did
their very best to salvage the situation, but once
again, the student’s new trainer ended up not far
from the runway and the discouraged pilot going
home to fix the damage.

Three things happen as a result of these training
incidents. First, there is the inevitable crash (or
crashes) that could surely injure someone. Second,
even if the newbie keeps at it long enough to be
successful, they have probably learned a lot of bad
habits that could still make them unwelcome or
even dangerous when they fly at organized events
or club fields. And last, but most serious, many
quickly get frustrated and quit the hobby altogether.

There is little we can do about the guys who are
bound and determined to do this without an instruc-
tor. In most cases, they have been told by the Lo-
cal Hobby Shop (LHS) and other fliers that they
should ask for help. We can only hope that they will
learn and accept safe flying practices when they
join us at the field.

But let’s look at the bright side of this issue. Most of
those interested in RC flying see the value of in-
struction and seek us out for help. Most are great
learners and take instruction well. But they still face
the anxiety that goes with the first solo. Most stu-
dents are in the middle of the confidence spec-
trum—not overly timid and not overly bold. And if
they tell you they are ready to solo, they probably
are.

But how does the instructor know for sure that his
student is ready to solo? Many will tell you that they
just know the student has the skills to succeed—
after all they have been there through the instruc-
tion process. | have no disagreement with that, be-
cause that is how | have instructed in the past.

Recently, | talked to a few fellow fliers who are a
little more formal in that evaluation. Just as in full-
scale flying instruction, they have a checklist or
check flight that their prospective soloists must
master before they wean them from the buddy-box.

Here are some suggestions that you might want to
make to your instructors, if they are not already do-
ing them:

1. We all know the student has to be able to make
a safe landing. That’s number one on everyone’s
list. But what do you require in preparation for

touchdown on the runway? Can he correct for cross-
winds using the rudder and still make the runway?
Does he set up the proper glide and adjust the touch-
down point with the throttle? Can he make both right-
and left-hand approaches to your runway?

2. Here’s one directly from full-scale flying instruc-
tion. At altitude, pull the power back to idle on the
buddy-box. Can your student find a good glide angle
and make a dead-stick approach that would result in
a successful landing?

3. Give the student a task to do, such as flying a fig-
ure eight, and then have him announce each part of
the maneuver before he makes it. Can he make the
airplane go where he says it’'s to go?

4. Using the proper field safety rules, can he assem-
ble, fuel, start, and shut down his airplane without
assistance?

5. On takeoff, can he keep the airplane in a straight
line down the runway and maintain that course and
direction until the first turn at a safe altitude?

6. Once again from full-scale flight instruction, put the
airplane at an odd angle or orientation and then hit
the trainer switch. Does the student make the right
corrections to bring the airplane back to straight and
level?

7. Fly the model quite a ways out and then hit the
trainer button. Can your student get it back over the
runway?

How well should your student do on these informal

tests? Whatever the student does, it should be con-
ducted “with the successful outcome of the maneu-
ver never seriously in doubt.” | borrowed this quote

from a full-scale instruction manual as well.

Many clubs have a formal instruction manual they
give their students at the outset with this and other
goals as check off items inside. That is a great prac-
tice. If your group does not already have a training
syllabus for new pilots, feel free to use my club’s as a
starting point (rcpropbuster.com/downloads/Rapid%
20City%20Propbusters%20New%20Pilot%
20Handbook.pdf).

We did not create this document ourselves, but like
many of you, gleaned parts and pieces from others
over the years.

Good instruction does not happen by accident, and



good instruction will prevent accidents. It will also
make pilots who are welcome at any field and are
a credit to the modeling community—hopefully for
many years to come.

Aviation Humor

From Steve Werderitsch, Valley City R/C Club, Inc.,
Ohio

Another Blonde Joke

This is the story poor blonde flying in a two-
seater airplane when the pilot has a heart at-
tack and dies. The blonde frantically makes a
May Day distress call.

"May Day! Help! My pilot had a heart attack
and is dead," she says. "l don’t know how to
fly a plane. Please help!"

She then hears a voice on the radio saying,
"This is the tower. | will walk you through it.

I've done this several times. Now, just relax.
Everything will be fine. Now give me your height
and position."

The blonde replies, "I'm five foot four and I'm in
the front seat."

"Okay," says the voice from the tower. "Repeat
after me: Our Father, who art in Heaven ..."
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Cash Flow Report

Income Expenses
Club Revenue
(including initiation
fees, field assessment
fees, Donations, and
Events) $580.00
Misc Ex-
penses $72.02
Portable Toilet $140.00
Totals $580.00 $212.02
Last MONEN'S TOtal ...eeieie i e $8,945.32
[ ToTo] 2 0= X5 $580.00
N L= Y= PPN ($212.02)
=1 F= [T $9,313.30

The February Club meeting is scheduled for:
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 at 7:00 pm
at Casa De Modesto, 1745 Eldena Way, Modesto



